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curse will fall upon us. And yet what can have
been the meaning of our father in placing us In so
terrible a dilemma? Thus they disputed among
themselves, and the day passed away, but not the
difficulty, and night found them still arguing without
any solution of the matter.

Now, Princess, tell me, how is this to be settled,
so as to satisfy equally the father, the three brothers,
and the King? And E.asak<5sha ceased. But the
Princess bent down her head, and remained a mo-
ment in meditation, while the King's soul almost
quitted his body. Then after a while, raising her
head, she replied : Let the brothers borrow another
cow. Then of the twenty cows, let the eldest take
half, or ten cows ; the next, a quarter, or five cows;
and the youngest, a fifth, or four cows. Then let
them return the borrowed cow, Thus the nineteen
cows will be exhausted without leaving a remainder,
and the father satisfied: each brother will receive
more than under their own division ; and finally, the
King will be pleased. For he was a just King:
and what could displease such a king more than
that, in his dominions, Brahmans should kill and
eat cows, or disregard their father's orders *. Rather
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